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Abstract

The research on Occupational Diversity, Multiculturalism, and Social Change is
to examine the historical relationships, social coexistence, cultural interactions,
and economic activities of the Sinhala and Muslim communities in the
Udunuwara and Yatinuwara (Denuwara) areas of the Kandy District. Particular
attention is given to how ethnic relationships developed in the Denuwara region,
their historical foundations, and the ways in which these relationships have been
transformed in response to contemporary social, economic, and educational
changes. The study draws on historical documents, published research and
literature, local administrative statistics, census reports, and qualitative data
obtained through interviews. The findings reveal that the presence of the Muslim
community in the Denuwara region dates to the distant past, including the
Kandyan period. Trade, indigenous medicine, royal service, and marriage ties
have contributed to the community’s long-standing settlement in the region.
Information regarding Muslim medical practitioner lineages in the Eladetta—
Leemagahakotuwa and Daskara areas highlights the transmission of traditional
medical knowledge across generations, occupational identity, and longstanding
relationships with Sinhala society. Furthermore, mutual assistance, participation
in festivals, food sharing, and family ties between the Sinhala and Muslim
communities in the past contributed to social coexistence. However, there are
emerging trends indicating a weakening of traditional intercommunal
relationships due to the politicisation of ethnic differences, increasing economic
pressures, and differences in attitudes between generations. In the field of

education, Sinhala-medium schools, libraries, and language use have contributed
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to building relationships between ethnic communities. An examination of changes
in employment structures in Denuwara and local industries and caste-based
relationships in Udunuwara also highlights the connections between occupational
heritage, social stratification, and modern occupational mobility. Overall, this
study reveals that the social history of the Denuwara region has been shaped not
merely by ethnic identities but also by shared history, occupational relationships,

language, education, and everyday social interactions.
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